* *

CARGO & LOGISTICS MAGAZINE

OCTOBER 2015 ¢ (PRIVATE CIRCUALTION ONLY) L eCargolLog Group of Publications

NSPORTATION
N, MATERIALS -
2020 AND BEYOND

GOOD NEWS TRUCKERS
FOR INDIANS STRIKE

FLIGHT TICKETS TO BE SUPPLIES CONTINUE TO
FIXED BETWEEN RS. 2,000 HIT, STALEMATE ON 7
TO RS 2,500 ONLY! 5§

PLUS Ford firms up plans for made-in-India engines 4
NTC Group uniquely positioned to be India’s preferred partner in Turnkey Project Logistic... 6




it wew it weEel o g aftee
e

ﬂ H a T,
aftrrs wmm, = freef-110 001
NITIN GADKARI MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT
et HIGHWAYS & SHIPPING

GOVERWMENT OF INOIA
PARIVAHAN BHAVAN, NEW DELHI-110 001

pone L8 LY pmarransnpnons
e W L

| was glad to recelve your invitation to attend the Inauguration programme of
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Beyond ... at Hotel The Residoncy Towers, T Nagar, Chennal on September 25,
2015 but | regret my absence as | could not attend the comvention due to pre-decided
b
to extend my best wishes to the inaugural programme and was
pleased for chaosing the theme which s directly relsted 1o farge chunk of masses
related with the field of transportation. | am sure that the convention will come out
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DEAR READER

August, September, were hectic months, for

Me and Ravi.

e had to run like ace sprinters, to tie
up everything for our Mega Event, The
Seminar, on Transporting Men and
Materials 2020 and beyond, proposed
to be inaugurated by ShriNitin Gadkari, our Union
Minister for Transport and Shipping, on September
25, finally held in The Residency Towers, T.Nagar, after
being let down by 3 hotels, in the last minute.The
tiring exercise of fixing up the venue, the chief guest,
chairmen and speakers of technical sessions, looking
into the audio, video, photo, recording arrangements,
co-sponsoring associations, designing and setting up
the back drop, fixing the menu, mementos and shawls
for speakers, setting up the reception desk and fixing up
the compere, welcoming and seeing off the dignitaries,
taught us many interesting things.In the process, we
decided that we learnt many things, in a short span
of 2-3 weeks, that we decided to professionalize this
experience, by forming PREM, an event management
company. We have got a first assignment also!

Closely co-operating with us were Srinivasan,
well known PRExpert and Image Management Guru
and MrSugumar, experienced President of TN Lorry
Owners Federation, whom | fondly renamed as
‘KamarajSukumar’ and welcomed, by all his association
members and Sukumaran of Madras Business School.
Added to this, the Minister, some speakers, excused
themselves, for unavoidable reasons. To replace them
and juggle around with a set of speakers made Ravi and
me nearly giddy. But persons like Mr.Puntambekar, Sr.V.P

of Shriram Group, Mr. Sridhar, AVP of
NTC Group and Mr.K.Raghuraman,
Executive Director (Retd.), of PNB,
rose to the occasion and efficiently
handled theirroles. Our thanks go
to them and Sri. Natarajan, Senior
Director Shriram Group, who made
his group a Gold Sponsor!

Of Course, NTC Group followed
them, as Silver sponsors and gave
us some surplus, to go ahead,
with our Super Mega Event, Green
India, with Green Energy, Green
Buildings, Green fields and Green
Ideas, in December, with Sri. Piyush
Goyal, Union Minister for power
and energy, being approached,
for inauguration. It is planned to
be a Super Mega Event, in a huge
hall, with 50-60 exhibitors, 20-
24 speakers, 6 Chairmen and over
a 1,000 attending it, with typical
south Indian Lunch, followed by
high Tea.

Our events, intended to educate
and enhance the skills of truck,
bus drivers, cleaners, mechanics,

building supervisors, engineers,
masons, carpenters, electricians,
plumbers, field workers, tractor

R. PRASANNA VENKATESAN
Editor

drivers, mechanics, agricultural
staff, will keep going, with an
Institute being formed, with leading
experts and businessmen, and this
will be continuous.

The remarkable and redeeming
feature of this Transport Seminar
was to propose the founding of an
Institute for Transport for Training
our Men and Managers, in them.
Details of this proposal are also
given, elsewhere.

Keep watching this space in
www.greenindia.amawebs.com and
www.ecargolg.in for all details.

Visit us at: ;
www.ecargolog.in
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NEWS

OLA PARTNERS
SHRIRAM GROUP FOR CNG
CAR FINANCING . P

FORDRIVERS ¥ ¢

TAXI aggregator Ola has partnered with Shriram Automall India and
Shriram Transport Finance Company (STFC) to enable exchange of
diesel cars and financing for CNG cars in the city.

Ola has been expanding the fleet of CNG vehicles on its platform
following the crackdown on diesel taxis plying in the Capital after
court orders. The SoftBank-backed company has over 25,000 cabs
registered in Delhi on its platform. "Drivers will benefit from effi-
cient exchange mechanism and optimum price advisory for their old
cars through Shriram Automall as well as attractive finance schemes
with convenient repayment options from Shriram Transport Finance
Company," Ola said in a statement. The company expects thou-
sands of drivers in Delhi to exchange their diesel vehicles for CNG
vehicles over the next few months under this scheme, it added. The
Delhi High Court, in its July 29 order, said the court cannot remain a
"bystander" while an online taxi aggregator "pollutes the city". Ola
has tie-ups with car manufacturers like Maruti, Hyundai, Mahindra
and Toyota for facilitating car purchases for its driver partners. "We
are committed to ensuring CNG adoption on our platform in Delhi.
Over the past few months we have come up with various initiatives
to increase the number of CNG vehicles on our platform," Ola Chief
Operating Officer Pranay Jivrajka said.

EecarGoL0G

GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS

TRAINING PROGRAMME SERIES

For More Details contact
ecargologindia@gmail.com

ONE DAY TRAINING PROGRAMME ON

MANAGING AND IMPROVING
WAREHOUSE OPERATIONS
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CONFERENCEz
EVENT

DISCUSSION SNAPSHOTS

SHRI. PRAVIN PUNTAMBEKAR inaugurated and
presided over the first session and spoke on the role
of ShriRam group in aiding and guiding the Transport
Industry and its stakeholders.

MR. S.KRISHNAN dealt on hydrogen and gas fuels
and their electric bus.

MR. P.GOPI dealt with his electric car for carrying
2-14 people and also materials, with nice slides. .

MR. G. SRIDHAR explained how NTC ran a big fleet
of trucks and how it took care of its drivers and staff.

MR. R. SUGUMAR explained the hard life of truck
drivers and lack of on road facilities, for them.

MR. K. SRINIVASAN explained the role of public
relations and grooming for all in the truck industry.

PROF.DR.S M SHIVANAGENDRA from |.|.T. Madras,
dwelt at length on fuel efficiency for vehicles and the
research he is involved with Urban India Research

MR. PRASAD DAVIS an International business
consultant, associated with many Chambers of
Commerce in the capacity of Secretary, Board
Member outlined on International Business.

MR. R.SWAMINATHAN outlined the importance of
logistics and planning in the Transport Industry.

MR. K.RAGHURAMAN outlined the role of banks,
in the industry and the norms followed by them.

MR. A.VASISTER outlined his idea of call Trucks,
styled as GoGo Trucks, like call taxis, avoiding all
hazels to locate a truck, by just a telephone call

MR. KTHAYUMANA SUNDARAM emphasized the
importance of insurance for Transports and the help
of brokers, in getting the best rates.

In his keynote address NR. R.PRASANNA
VENKATESAN stressed the importance of training,
grooming and educating the drivers for saving fuel
and precious lives.
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NEWS

CENTRE BUILDING
10000 KM ROAD
NETWORKIN
NORTHEAST:

NITIN GADIKARI

UNION TRANSPORT MINISTER
NITIN GADKARI today said the
central government is constructing
10,000 km of roads in the
northeastern states at a cost of Rs
50,000 crore.

"The Centre is laying 10,000 km
wide road network in the tribal-
dominated northeastern states at a
cost of Rs 50,000 crore. Efforts are
also on to build a rail link across the
seven states of the northeast region,"
Gadkari said at the inauguration of a
three-day

Lauding the work of the Ashram,
Gadkari said what cannot be done by
the government is being done by the
Ashram.

FORD FIRMS UP PLANS
FOR MADE-IN-INDIA
ENGINES

FORD MOTOR CO. has identified India as one of the
countries where it will manufacture two families of engines,
code-named Panther and Dragon, which will power several
of its products globally, according to two people familiar
with the development.

From 2017, made-in-India Panther engines will be fitted
in sport utility vehicles (SUVs) such as the Endeavour in
India, while Dragon will power all the company’s small cars
made here. Panther will also power a multi-utility vehicle
in India that Ford plans to develop to compete with Toyota
Kirloskar Motor Pvt. Ltd's Innova.

Detroit-based Ford also plans to invest as much as $800
million in India as it looks to integrate its two entities in
the country.

eCarRGoOLoOG

(An exclusive magazine on Logistics from Chennai)
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NEWS

GOOD NEWS FOR INDIANS:

FLIGHT TICKETS TO BE FIXED
BETWEEN RS. 2,000 TO RS 2,500 ONLY!

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA is planning
to bring a new scheme following
which it may fix price of flight tickets
between Rs 2,000 to Rs 2,500.
ADVERTISEMENT The aviation ministry
has been trying to match the air fares
with rail fares in the country. However,
the above mentioned scheme might
be applicable only in small towns
and cities.

Mahesh Sharma, the junior minister
of aviation, was quoted as saying, "We
have a 300-million-strong middle
class population and most desire to fly
at least once in their lifetime. It is pos-
sible if we make the fare in a bracket
of Rs. 2500 for an hour-long flight."
"Our airport charges will be reduced;
we will ask the states to reduce value
added taxes (VAT) and other taxes on

such flights. We will ask the airlines to
take a fare cut," he added. If approved,
the new scheme will come into effect
from April 2016. However, airlines
officials refused to comment on the
government's proposed plans. It has
been reported that all airlines oper-
ating in the country would be asked
to bid for routes that connect small
towns to cities. Prices of flight tickets
would be fixed between Rs 2,000 to
Rs 2,500. Government of the country
would pay the extra amount, i.e. the
difference between actual cost per
ticket and the fare. However, the ex-
tra money, which the government will
pay, will be collected from passengers
on profitable routes. Passengers, who
will fly in profitable routes, would be
charged a 2 per cent cess.

SMARTEST WAY

TO DELIVER OR
MOVE YOUR GOODS
ACROSS CHENNALI

NOT A CALL-TAXI-
BUT CALL-TRUCK!

GOGO TRUCK is an on-
demand truck service in
Chennai and Coimbatore
that intends to move your
personal and business
goods hassle free
Reliable and easy booking
with transparent pricing
with multiple truck
options. Forget your old
troubles, GoGo Truck is now the smartest way to deliver
or move your goods across Chennai and Coimbatore.

They function with the aim of closing the gap between
demand and supply of economical and transparent mini
truck services to make relocation and logistics easy.
With a fleet of 150 odd mini trucks available for hire and
rent. Their legally verified truck drivers and transparent
pricing model make the process of packing, moving and
delivering fast and efficient.

Gucn

TRUCK

Moving Redehned

SHRIRAM
EXCELS!

SHRIRAM Transport Finance, our
part of Shriram conglomerate a
has seen them making several
innovations while they stood
at the very edge of Organized
Finance. The Banks and
Institutions were guided by
the Economists' vision; the
Small Truck Owner who always
fell on their blind side was
given the miss.

With a track record of
about 30 years in this business,

portfolio,
diversified, end
provider of finance solutions
to the domestic road logistics
industry.
commercial
new and pre-owned) they also
extend finance for tyres, engine
replacement  and
capital.
services such as freight bill
discounting besides offering
co-branded credit cards.

SHRIRAM

Crrerems fabom Frasse
BETE VOU SQiND

making them
to end

Besides  financing
vehicles  (both

working

Provide  ancillary

(M) Jumbo 9000

» MANATEC

Partners in Progress

they are among the leading
organized finance provider for
the commercial vehicle industry
with a focus to provide various
credit facilities to STOs. Also
added passenger commercial
vehicles, multi-utility vehicles,
three wheelers, tractors and
construction equipment to

Their pan-India presence
through our  widespread
network of branches has
helped in our overall growth
over the years. As on March 31,
2015, they have 741 branches,
776 rural centers and tie up
over 500 private financiers
across the country.
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K.CHANDRAMOHAN
CMD, NTC GROUP

Mamakical

NTC GROUP UNIQUELY
POSITIONED TO BE INDIA'S
PREFERRED PARTNER

IN TURNKEY PROJECT

LOGISTIC...

NTC "With core Portfolio - offering
Seamless integration from Budget-
ing, Planning and Execution of Pro-
jects and with an unmatched cus-
tomer support, specialized fleet and
value added services!”

As India’s economy is growing at
higher levels, the demand for pro-
ject cargo logistics is estimated to
scale new heights aggregating for a
higher growth in the coming years.
NTC is poised to carve off a large
slice of this burgeoning market and
play a leading role in the develop-
ment of India’s infrastructure.

Project cargo handling services
by the NTC Group includes trans-
portation of high value specialized

VALUE ADDED SERVICE INCLUDE:

1. Dedicated route survey team

2. Civil work, Repair and
Restructuring

3. Barging-Offshore & Inland
waterways

4. Site handling & road development
5. Own vehicle fabrication for

special cargo

6. Team of professionals with 20+
years of experience in project cargo
and structural / design engineers
from highly reputed institutes.

equipment like oil field equipment,
power plants, wind mill components
and other over dimensional cargo
that cannot be containerized.

Project cargo handling is a spe-
cialized activity that involves pack-
aging and transportation of cargo
from factory to project site through
multiple mode including customs
clearance, project registration, route
survey etc. Adding to the stringent
demands of this business is the fact
that each contract in this segment is
unique in terms of nature, size and
value of the items and therefore the
logistics requirements have to be
customized to suit specific customer
requirements.

NTC undertake detailed, intri-
cate planning and technical ex-
pertise is required to success-
fully execute the movement of
such equipment. And the pro-
ject cargo business has the nec-
essary asset portfolio (Trucks,
Special Trailers etc) and man-
power to successfully execute
such projects. NTC has been
successfully delivering several
challenging projects comprising
overseas consignments to India
and vice versa.

06 ecarGoLoG | OCTOBER 2015

ADANI PORTS INKS
PACT WITH L&T FOR

KATTUPALLI PORT
OPERATIONS

ADANI Ports and Larsen & Toubro (L&T) today said they
have inked a pact to oversea operations of Kattupalli Port
in Tamil Nadu.

“Adani Ports (Adani) has entered into a non-binding
Memorandum of Understanding with L&T Shipbuilding
(L&T) for evaluating the operations of the port at Kattupallj,
Tamil Nadu, with effect from October 2015 for one month,”
Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ) said in a
filing to BSE.

"Adani shall be responsible for EBIDTA gains and losses
arising from the port operation for this period,” the filing
said. L&T,in a separate filing, said the shipyard will continue
to be managed and operated by L&T Shipbuilding.

The development comes amid reports that Gautam
Adani-led Adani group is likely to take over the operational
and management control of L&T Kattupalli International
Container Terminal near Chennai to strengthen its
presence on the east coast.

APSEZ in June got Kerala government’'s nod for
developing the Rs.4,089-crore Vizhinjam International
Deepwater Seaport project.

The Ahmedabad-headquartered group, which already
operates the country’s busiest port at Mundra in Gujarat,
has bagged the order with an estimated cost of Rs 4,089
crore with 4-year timeframe for commissioning of the
project.

Chairman Gautam Adani had then said, "It is a strategic
location being very close to international shipping route
and has the potential to become the biggest trans-
shipment hub in the region.”

APSEZ also operates ports in Mundra, Hazira, Tuna-
Tekra (Kandla) and Dahej in Gujarat, Dhamra in Odisha and
specialised coal handling facilities in Mormugao in Goa
and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. It is setting up a
container terminal at Ennore in Tamil Nadu.

APSEZ is part of the Adani group, which is one of India’s
leading business houses with revenue of over USD 10
billion.




CARRIEALL, CARRIES NOT ONLY
PEOPLE - BUT ALSO SPREADS
AWARENESS ON GREEN ENERGY!

CARRIEALL Product range varies
from Single-seater to 11 seater
apart from Food Cart, Housekeeping,
Cargo Carts and Ambulance. Also
specializes on customization of Carts
as per the requirement of the clients.

Quality and strong after sales
service is their prime focus. Drive
for quality starts with stringent
vendor selection and extends to the
assembly process, aesthetic finish,

timely delivery and quick service.
Few of their esteemed clients
are Taj Group of Hotels, Bio-con
India, Reliance  Group, Sahara
Group, Birla Group, Polaris Software,
Wipro, Cognizant, TAFE Ltd, Lindsay
International, Vatica Group, Pragati
Resorts, Alankrita Resorts, Surya
Samudra, Udaya Samudra, Rabia
Leather, Amity International, Vaidehi
Hospital, Central Chinmaya Mission

DAY 4 TRUCKERS STRIKE:

Trust etc. CarrieALL Carts are plying for nearly 10 years at
Bio-con, Taj Hotels, Polaris Software etc. Good value for
money for customers and total customer satisfaction is
what drives us. We believe in building long term relations
with all our customers.

SUPPLIES CONTINUE TO HIT, STALEMATE ON

TRANSPORTERS  continued
with their strike for the fourth
consecutive day today, hitting
supply of goods to various parts
of the country with the stale-
mate still on.

The strike has been called
by the All India Motor Transport
Congress (AIMTC) demanding
scrapping of the present toll col-
lection system, which it says is a
tool of harassment for truckers
while it is seeking a one-time
payment of taxes and simplifica-
tion of TDS procedure.

"We will continue our strike
for a toll barrier-free India till
the government comes out with
some practical solution. We are
not against paying toll but are
demanding that it be levied an-
nually," AIMTC President Bhim
Wadhwa told PTI.

Wadhwa said the body has
sought Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's intervention to the issue
and would meet Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Monday for some
practical solution as electronic-
toll system suggested by him
was not a practical solution.

Gadkari, however, said, "Gov-
ernment cannot scrap toll as half
of about 325 toll booths pertain
to private parties which may
seek huge claims from the gov-

ernment which can run to Rs 2-3
lakh crore."

Earlier, he appealed trans-
porters to call off the strike
promising e-tolling system pan-
India by December for seamless
flow of traffic.

However, the truckers re-
fused to call off the strike term-
ing it as an impractical solution.

Talks between a delegation
from AIMTC and Secretary, Road
Transport and Highways Vijay
Chhibber, yesterday, failed to ar-
rive at any conclusion.

Meanwhile, supply of goods
to various parts of the country
continued to be affected. Supply
of essential goods such as milk,
vegetables and medicines has
been kept out of the purview of
the indefinite strike, called by
AIMTC. AIMTC said the cumula-
tive loss to the truckers in four
days was estimated at about Rs
6,000 crore while the loss to the
government could be more than
Rs.40,000 crore.

AIMTC claims to have 87 lakh
trucks and 20 lakh buses and
tempos across the country un-
der its fold.According to reports
from states including Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Punjab, Hary-
ana, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
goods supply was impacted.

Another trucker's body, All

India Transport Welfare Asso-
ciation (AITWA) has decided
to keep away from the strike.
On the other hand, Indian
Foundation of  Transport
Research and Training (IFTRT)
said AIMTC's suggestion to fix
annual toll is not rational.

WADHWA,
PRESIDENT
OF AIMTC
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WITH THE BEST COMPLEMENTS OF:

PRem

EVENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
ARRANGING MEETINGS,
FIXING UP VENUE, SPEAKERS, AUDIO,
VIDEO, BACK DROP, STALLS, FLORAL
ARRANGEMENTS, RECEPTION,
REGISTRY, COMPERING, GIFTS, COFFEE,
TEA, CATERING, TRANSPORT AND
SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS.

CONTACT:
T: 9383777665
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PRASAN & (0.

MANAGEMENT, MENTORING &
MONEY SERVICES
PRASAN LAND BANK,
PRASAN ANIMATION,
GREEN INDIA FOUNDATION

geenindianews@gmail.com.
www.greenindia.amawebs.com

WITH THE BEST COMPLEMENTS OF:

E'CARGOLOG
CONSULTANCY DIVISION

FOR ALL SERVICES FOR TRANSPORT,
LOGISTICS INDUSTRY & TRAINING,
IN ASSOCIATION WITH PRASAN & CO.,
WWW.ECARGOLOG.IN

Visit us at: www.ecargolog.in
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YOUR ONLINE ADVERTISING,
WITH MINIMUM *#1,000 HITS
PER DAY.

(*WITH SPECIAL CODES)

AWAIT THE DATE OF OUR

Mega Seminar &
EXhibition

GREEN INDIA FOUNDATION

In Association with eLog group of
Publications, Cargo and various
other Associations and Chambers
of Commerce, Green Energy, Green
Buildings, Green Fields & Green Ideas,
Proposed To be Inaugurated by
Union Minister of Power & Energy

December, 2015 |
Venvue: Kamarajar Hall, z
Teynampet, Chennai.

Sponsors, Advertisers,
Stall holders, Media,
KnowledgePartners Welcome.

9840950196 / 9383777665
greenindianews@sgmail.com

www.greenindia.amawebs.com




NEWS

ASHOKLEYLAND
VERSA

HINDUJA flagship firm Ashok help India move up the path
Leyland plans to launch a of ‘efficient, comfortable,
fully electric bus 'Versa' in the responsible and sustainable
country by 2017. urban transport", he added.

The 36-seater bus, which is In a move to boost electric
being showcased at the 4th Bus  vehicles sales in the country,
and Special Vehicle Show here, the government has earmarked
can go 90 miles in one charge Rs 1,000 crore for the National
and is a zero emissions vehicle.  Electric Mobility Mission Plan

"Depending upon the forthe next two financial years.
regulations, we expect to When asked about the
launch this vehicle in the strategy for the domestic
country in the next two years," market, he said the company
Ashok Leyland Vice President, is focusing on 8-12 tonnes bus
Buses, T Venkataraman said. segment in the country.

The vehicle comes as a "We currently have around
completely built unit (CBU) 22 per cent market share in the
from the company's UK based 8-12 tonnes bus segment and
arm Optare. we are looking to scale it up to

Elaborating on the features 25 per cent in the forthcoming
of the bus, Venkataraman fiscal" Venkataraman said.
said the bus emits zero noise The company,  which
and consumes just one unit has over 60 per cent market
of electricity for covering a share in above 12 tonnes bus
distance of one kilometer. category, aims to put different

"With increased awareness  products in the market to cater
and sensitivity around  to various requirements.
environment safety and carbon "The country is huge, so
footprints, the timing for the different  applications are
introduction of an electric required. Some customers need
bus is optimal. Versa is ideally CNG based products, some
placed to help deliver on our require vehicles with smaller
government's commitment to  wheel base and then there are
make urban transport efficient products for feeder services,"
andreduce our country'scarbon  Venkataraman said.
footprint," Venkataraman said. Commenting on the export

The company is one of the plans, he said the company is
largest providers of electric looking at requirements in the
and hybrid buses in the world  Australian and South African
and this electric vehicle would  markets.

FLASH NEWS The All India Motor Transport

Congress has called off its nationwide strike after
having a meeting with union transport minister Shri.
Nitin Gadkari, on the 5th October, evening.

Sources said that the meeting was "positive" and
the transporters were satisflied with most of their
demands being looked into.

The strike had entered its fifth day on Monday
and affected transportation of raw material and other
goods across the country. It caused a national loss
of Rs 20,000 crore a day for the government while
transporters incurred losses to the tune of Rs 3,700
crore, sources said.

Courtesy:TO!

Views of Abdul Majeed, Partner,
PriceWaterhouse India and auto
expert, on the SIAM sales figures.

"Demand for vehicles will increase further
with low inflation, cut in interest rates,
improved customers sentiments, new launches
at competitive pricing coupled with healthy
growth projected in the Indian economy”.
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EXCLUSIVE

SMALL TRUCK OP.
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SUPPORI: PP PUNTAMBEKAR

The Modi-led NDA Government has its priority for
growth. The Prime Minister has successfully drawn
up a strategic plan of action to take the economy to
a higher growth trajectory by 2020. This, despite the
mounting challenges being faced by the economy.

This observation was made by Mr. PP. Puntambekar,
Sr. Vice President, Shriram Transport Finance Co. Ltd.,
in his keynote address at the one-day conference on
“Transportation of Men and Materials by 2020 and
beyond...” organized by Ecargolog.

ARE WE FUTURE READY?
He said the economy has to be necessarily geared
to overcome the challeng- es and meet the 2020 action

P.P. PUNTAMBEKAR,
SR. VICE PRESIDENT,
SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE CO. LTD.

plan objectives. The transport sector
has already started showing signs of
recovery. Many of its problems have
been solved for paving the way for its
steady growth.

MODERNISATION IS THE KEY
TO SUCCESS

Today, after China, India is the
largest truck-populated economy in
the world. However, a large volume
of 10-year-old trucks are plying
on Indian roads. This is in striking
contrast to the average age of five
years for trucks operating in Europe.
Official statistics reveal that there
are 50 lakh over-aged vehicles in
India. Hence, a phased upgradation
of vehicles is absolutely essential to
solve the problem. The Government
should also consider a VRS for over-
aged trucks with a view to mod-
ernising the existing fleet.

THE ‘UNSUNG HEROES’

Mr. Puntambekar further said the
other major issue faced by the Indian
road transport indus- try is the utter
neglect of small truck operators who
contribute almost 80 per cent of road
transport. Financial institutions and
banks are quite indifferent to these
‘unsung heroes’ who approach them
for loans to buy trucks.

Again, realising the problems
faced by truck operators, the younger
generation is not keen on to join the
driver community. This has led to a 40
per centdriver shortage in the country.
Since the vehicles are produced with
advanced technology, proper training
is required. In de- veloped nations,
the driver deserves his dues by being
called the ‘Captain’.

SHRIRAM GESTURE TO
DRIVERS

Mr. Puntambekar further disclosed
that by driving the vehicles for 18
hours a day for the sake of money,
many drivers are sacrificing their
precious life. It not only causes various
health problems but also leads to
death due to fatigueness. As @ human
gesture to the driver community,
Shriram Transport Finance has taken a
new initiative by offering 100 mobile
clinic vans at major transport centres
by tying up with the well-known
pharma giant Wock- hardt. In order
to provide proper education to the
driver community, the company is also
running a scholarship programme.
By attach- ing greater importance to
the road transport community, the
company has clearly proved its strong
bond with it.
Courtesy: MOTORINDIA
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ecarGoLOG

> Reaching directly to the concerned
> 24 x 7 Update
= Connected with Cargo & Logistics Industry
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S l I [' we have financed lakhs of
’ small truckers.
'Ll t it is the transformation of their lives
. that we are proud of.
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WHERE S, *..;;; ETY MATTERS
I Ia D 1A

As one of the most sought after Normal Cargo, Project Cargo and ODC Service
providers in india, we undersland that logistics is the lifeline of industrial success
Hence at NTC, we ensure that one lactor remains constant in our
relationship with our customers-care. Care for their aspirations; their dreams; and
their hopes. This is evident in us not leaving anything to chance. Be it crealing
custom-made trailers to suit consumer specifications, surveying the roule (which
sometimes includes constructing entirely new roadways) or providing 24 X7
consumer helpline services, we leave no stone unturned to offer optimal services

To us, hauling cargo across the length and breadth of the nation is not a challenge-
rather it is an opportunity to create a bond of trust with our clients

Namakkal Transpnrt Carriers (P) Limited
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